CLEMENGEAU

London, and the King's own, exceptional courtesy at all times
to M. Delcasse, whom the French public regarded as the victim
of German dictatorial demands, tended in the same direction.
All the world could see that Clemenceau's Administration had
so far strengthened the Anglo-French Entente as to have brought
it almost to the point of an alliance : nor thereafter was the
Triple Entente with Eussia, as opposed to the Triple Alliance,
very far off.

At this same time, however, mattery were going so fast in

Germany towards an open breach that the only wonder is that

the truth of the situation was not disclosed, and that Germany,

quite ready, and determined to be more ready, for war at any

. moment, was allowed to continue her policy of pretended peace.

England and, to a large extent, France still believed in
the pacific intentions of the Fatherland. Yet a meeting was
held in Berlin of the heads of all the departments directly or
indirectly connected with war, at which the Kaiser delivered a
speech which could only mean one thing : that Germany and
her Allies would enter upon war so soon as the opportunity
presented itself, and the preparations, including the completion
of the Kiel Canal (or perhaps before that great work had been
accomplished), gave promise of a short and decisive campaign.
Eumours of this address reached those who were kept informed
as to what was being contemplated by the Kaiser, his Militarist
Junker entourage and the Federal Council. Unfortunately,
when the statement was challenged, a strong denial was issued,
and the pacifists and pro-Germans, honest and dishonest,
laughed at the whole story as a baseless scare.

How far it was baseless could be learnt from deeds that spoke
much louder than words. Even thus early great accumulations
of munitions of war were being made at Cologne, and the military
sidings and railway equipments, which could only serve for
warlike and not commercial purposes, were being completed.
Six years before the war, all the work necessary for an aggressive
descent on the West and for the passage through Belgium had
been done.
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